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ADVANCED PLACEMENT
United States History


Summer Assignment #4: Outside Activity Reflection

For this assignment you will need to attend one of the two exhibits below and write a reflection that connects your findings to the final section of the text. You may complete this assignment at any point between August 8 and the first day of school. For the outside activity reflection you will need to finish the text. The exhibits you may visit are:

(1) Museum of the American Indian, Infinity of Nations Exhibit (specifically the Woodlands section), admission is free. 

Address of museum: One Bowling Green, New York, NY.
Directions: 4 or 5 train to Bowling Green or
       1 train to South Ferry or
       R train to Whitehall Street

(2) Metropolitan Museum of Art, Gallery for the Art of Native North America (specifically the Woodlands and New York items), admission is “suggested” at $12 with a student ID but you can give any amount less than that (do not feel bad saying that you are here for a school assignment and can only give $1 or $2)

Address of museum: 1000 Fifth Avenue (at 82nd street), New York, NY.
Directions: 4 or 5 train to 86th street then 3 blocks West to 5th Avenue

As you visit one of these exhibits make sure to bring a notebook and a pencil so that you can take notes on the descriptions you read, the items you see, and even sketches of important aspects of the art or tools you observe. Once you have taken in the whole exhibit, select one item you would like to concentrate on for your reflection. Go back to that item and take specific notes on the following ideas relating to that item:
(a) Function: What was this item used for? Who was meant to use it?
(b) Decoration: How is the item decorated? What is the meaning of this decoration?
(c) Implication: What does this item tell us about the people who used it?

Once you have collected a sufficient amount of notes on the item you are ready to write your reflection. This reflection is not a formal essay and therefore you may include your opinions and use “I.” In fact it is encouraged that your reflection heavily represent your own point of view. 
Your reflection must have the following three parts (minimum of a paragraph for each):
I. Description of Item: In detail describe the item you chose including information from the notes you took on the items function, decoration, and implication.

II. Connection to Text: Explain how your item connects to the ideas from the text. Does it give new information not mentioned in the text? Does it support or refute ideas from the text? Does it provide you with a new perspective as a result?

III. Consequences: Why did this item matter in the context of Native life? Why did it matter for Jamestown’s efforts? Why do you think it is a relevant item?




Your Outside Activity Reflection must be typed and submitted to Mr. Vandsburger by email at tomer.vandsburger@gmail.com. The reflection should follow all standard conventions including size 12 font (Times New Roman or Arial only), double-spaced, 1-inch margins, a title, and a heading in the upper left corner with the following information:

Your Name
Your teacher (Mr. Vandsburger)
Course (AP US History)
Date

You have between now and the end of the summer to complete your Outside Activity Reflection. It must be received no later than September 5 at 8 pm. Please do not hesitate to send any questions or concerns to tomer.vandsbuger@gmail.com. 
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