Unit 12 – Reagan and the March to the Present
Essential Questions for the Unit

Lesson 1: The Reagan Revolution
a. To what extent was the election of Ronald Reagan an endorsement of his conservative ideology or a reaction to the failures of social movements of the 1960’s and 1970’s?

Lesson 2: Reagan’s Second Term 
b. In what ways can the social and cultural developments of the 1980’s and 1990’s be compared to the movements of the 1920’sof African Americans be considered a success? Would violent means have produced greater results?
c. Should the economic prosperity of the 1980’s and 1990’s be considered the result of genuine innovation and progress or were these positive aspects marred by the growing gap between the rich and the poor?

Lesson 3: Bush and the End of the Cold War
d. Did America’ truly win the ideological battle of the Cold War or did the collapse of the Soviet Union merely eliminate America’s primary opponent?
e. What have been the impacts of American unilateral action in global affairs (Balkans, Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, Iraq)

f. Was Bush’s defeat in the 1992 Presidential election a sign of his administration’s failure or symbolic of America’s mistrust in government?

Lesson 4: The Clinton Presidency
f. How has Bill Clinton’s legacy been impacted by his personal scandals? How does this scandal compare to the scandal that entangled Nixon’s legacy?
g. Was America successful in translating its position of power after the Cold War into meaningful and exemplary foreign policy actions?
Lesson 5: The Bush Presidency

h. What have been the impacts of American unilateral action in global affairs (Balkans, Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, Iraq)

Lesson 6: The Obama Administration
j. How have public perceptions about climate change increased pressure onto politicians to act on growing environmental issues? Why haven’t these policy actions been more significant? 
k. How has America’s digital communication revolution impacted social values and foreign policy measures?
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Assessments:

Part I: Unit 11 / 12 Multiple-Choice on April 23 (during SSR)

Part II: Unit 11 / 12 DBQ Essay due on April 23 (at start of SSR)

Part III: Unit 11 / 12 FRQ Essay on April 25 (during SSR)
