Unit 11 – The Sixties and Seventies

Essential Questions for the Unit

Lesson 1: Kennedy’s Policies

a. In what ways was Kennedy’s “New Frontier” a reformation of domestic and foreign policy, and in what ways was it a continuation of policies of the Eisenhower era?

b. How should Kennedy’s strategies in Vietnam and Cuba be judged considering the heightened conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union at the start of his term in office?

c. How did Kennedy’s approach to relations with the Soviet Union lay the foundation for peaceful co-existence?

Lesson 2: Civil Rights in the Kennedy / Johnson Eras 

d. Was Kennedy on track to “get America moving again” or are assessments of his success overly positive in consideration of his assassination?

e. Was Johnson’s “Great Society” a flawed venture to begin with or was it ruined by economic constraints?

f. What accounts for the changes in political perceptions of the Civil Rights movement in the 1960’s and 1970’s? Why were people and politicians willing to support reform?

g. Should the non-violent civil rights movement of African Americans be considered a success? Would violent means have produced greater results?

Lesson 3: The Vietnam War

h. What conditions led to the start of the Vietnam War and America’s involvement in this conflict?

i. What were the short-term and long-term consequences of communist victory in Vietnam?

Lesson 4: Popular Protest in the Sixties and Seventies

j. Were the cultural upheavals of the 1960’s the results of political crisis or were they consequences of developments of the 1950’s (baby boom, affluence, media)

k. Were cultural movements of the 1960’s and 1970’s (such as hippies) truly unique or productive? 

l. What accounts for the tremendous growth of social and literary criticism of environment policies and practices as they existed during the 1970’s?

Lesson 5: Nixon’s Presidency

m. Does the Watergate Scandal unfairly stain Nixon’s reputation or was his presidency truly devoid of any major successes?

n. How was the Civil Rights movement effected by policies created in the 1970’s (such as affirmative action)?

Lesson 6: The Ford and Carter Presidencies  

o. How did the economic struggles of the 1970’s shape American policy making in terms of both domestic programs and foreign policy?

p. Did the selection of Gerald Ford and election of Jimmy Carter represent a desire to reform American policy in the Cold War and at home or merely a reaction to the scandals of the Nixon era?
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Assessments:

Part I: Multiple-Choice on April 16 (during SSR)

Part II: DBQ Essay due on April 16 (at start of SSR)

Part III: FRQ Essay on April 18 (during SSR)
